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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 GABORO 00770 180333Z 
ACTION AF- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-12 ISO-00 10-13 HA-05 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
PM-05 H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 AID-05 /094W 

036589 180358Z/42 

PR 171051ZMAR78 
FM AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1820 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
USMISSION USUN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE GABORONE 0770 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF RH BC ZA 

SUBJ: PERMISSION RECEIVED FOR AIRLIFT OF 3000 REFUGEES TO 
ZAMBIA 

REE: GABORONE 0761 

1. UNHCR RESREP PERKINS TOLD US MARCH 17 THAT PERMISSION 

FOR AIRLIFT OF 3000 ZIMBABWEAN REEUGEES FROM BOTSWANA TO ZAMBIA 
HAS FINALLY BEEN RECEIVED. AIRLIFT HAS BEEN POSTPONED FOR MORE 
THAN A MONTH WHILE REQUEST FOR AIRLIFT PERMISSION FROM GOB 
OFFICE OF PRESIDENT TO ZAMBIAN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE WENT 
UNANSWERED. 

2. AIRLIFT WILL BE CARRIED OUT BY TWO CONVAIR 440 (56-PERSON 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 GABORO 00770 180333Z 

CAPACITY) AIRCRAFT WHICH WILL TRY TO MAKE TWO TRIPS TO ZAMBIA 
PER DAY. ACCORDING TO PERKINS, AIRLIFT SHOULD BE COMPLETED 
WITHIN ONE MONTH. 

3. COMMENT: RECEIPT OF PERMISSION FOR AIFLIFT TO ZAMBIA 
SHOULD PROVIDE WELCOME WHORT-TERM RELIEF FOR OVERCROWDED 
CONDITIONS AT SELEBI-PIKWE CAMP. HOWEVER, IF REFUGEES CON- 
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TINUE TO ENTER BOTSWANA AT CURRENT RATES (GABORONE 0761), 
THE BREATHING SPELL PROVIDED BY PLANNED AIRLIFT WILL BE 
BRIEF. 

ALBERTI 
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